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Abstract 
  
This study explores the integration and impact of French semantics in tertiary 
institutions in Nigeria, examining how its inclusion influences learners' proficiency 
and understanding. The objectives of the study are to evaluate the current 
incorporation of French semantics into the curriculum of French language 
programs in Nigerian tertiary institutions, analyze the effectiveness of 
pedagogical approaches used to teach French semantics and identify the 
challenges faced by learners in mastering French semantics and understanding its 
implications on language proficiency. The study employs a secondary research 
design, analyzing existing literature, curriculum documents, and pedagogical 
practices. Findings reveal that Nigerian tertiary institutions have begun to 
incorporate French semantics into their programs, aiming to bridge theoretical 
knowledge with practical application. Effective pedagogical methods, including 
technology-enhanced learning and task-based approaches, have shown promise in 
improving semantic understanding. However, learners encounter significant 
challenges, including cognitive overload and insufficient focus on semantics in 
traditional instruction, which affect their ability to grasp nuanced meanings and 
apply them effectively. Recommendations include enhancing curricula with 
systematic semantic instruction, investing in professional development for 
educators, and implementing targeted support mechanisms to address cognitive 
and contextual challenges. Ongoing research is advised to evaluate the long-term 
impacts of semantic instruction and refine teaching methods to continually 
enhance French language education in Nigerian tertiary institutions. 
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Introduction 
 
Language education plays a pivotal role in shaping communication skills, 
cognitive development, and cultural understanding in a globalized world. As the 
field of language education evolves, it encompasses various dimensions 
including pedagogical approaches, curriculum design, and assessment 
strategies. Language learning not only facilitates communication but also 
fosters cognitive skills and intercultural competence1. The significance of 

                                                 
1 Richards & Rodgers, 2014 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HUMANUS DISCOURSE Vol. 4. NO 6. 2024 
ISSN 2787-0308 (ONLINE) 

 2  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

humanusdiscourse@gmail.com  , http://humanusdiscourse.website2.me  

language education is particularly evident in the context of foreign language 
instruction. According to Cummins (2000), foreign language education extends 
beyond mere linguistic competence to include cognitive and academic 
development, which is crucial in a multilingual and multicultural society. 
Effective language education requires an understanding of both the linguistic 
features of a language and the cultural contexts in which it is used2. 
 
Nigeria is a multilingual and multicultural nation with numerous indigenous 
languages, English as the second language and French, German, Arabic and 
other modern European languages as foreign languages. As globalization 
gradually erases physical boundaries and fosters increased interaction across 
cultures and languages, the role of foreign languages in higher education 
becomes ever more imperative.  
 
In Nigeria, French is a prominent foreign language taught in tertiary 
institutions, reflecting the country’s commitment to enhancing global 
communication and cultural exchange. French, being one of the most widely 
spoken languages in the world and a key language in international diplomacy 
and trade, offers significant opportunities for Nigerians3. 
 
French, as one of the most widely spoken and influential languages globally, 
holds a prominent place in the realm of foreign language education. In many 
educational systems, including those in Nigeria, French is taught not only for its 
practical utility in international communication but also for its cultural and 
intellectual contributions4. French education encompasses a range of 
pedagogical approaches aimed at developing proficiency in listening, speaking, 
reading, and writing, while also integrating cultural awareness5. 
 
The study of French in educational settings is often framed within a broader 
context of language education theories and practices. For instance, the 
Communicative Approach emphasizes interaction as the means to enhance 
language learning, focusing on the functional use of language in real-life 
situations6. This approach is particularly relevant in French education, where 
effective communication and cultural understanding are key objectives. 
 
However, language learning extends beyond grammar and vocabulary; it 
encompasses the study of semantics, the branch of linguistics concerned with 
meaning7 .Understanding the nuances of meaning is essential for achieving 
fluency and effective communication in any language. Semantics plays a crucial 
role in comprehending idiomatic expressions, cultural references, and context-
dependent meanings8. Despite this, there is a notable lack of comprehensive 
research on how French semantics is integrated into Nigerian tertiary 
education and its impact on learners' proficiency. French, as a second language, 
plays a significant role in Nigerian tertiary education. The integration of French 

                                                 
2 C. Kramsch, 1998 
3 D. Cruse, 2011 
4 A. Holliday, 2010. 
5 Byram, 1997 
6 Littlewood, 2004 
7 D. Cruse, 2011 
8 Lyons, 1995 
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semantics into the curriculum has implications for learners' proficiency and 
overall language acquisition. 
 
The study of semantics in French can be traced back to influential works in 
general semantics and linguistic theory. Early semantic theories, such as those 
proposed by Gottlob Frege, established foundational concepts that are 
applicable to French semantics. Frege's distinction between sense (Sinn) and 
reference (Bedeutung) helps in understanding how French words refer to 
objects and convey different layers of meaning9. Ferdinand de Saussure’s 
structuralist approach, emphasizing the relationship between the signifier (the 
form of the word) and the signified (the concept), provides a framework for 
analyzing the structural aspects of French meaning10. Richard Montague’s 
formal semantics introduced a rigorous framework for analyzing meaning 
through Montague Grammar. This approach applies formal logic to linguistic 
theory, providing a systematic method for understanding how complex 
sentences derive meaning from their components11. David Kaplan’s work on 
context and indexical further elucidated how meaning can shift depending on 
contextual factors, an insight crucial for interpreting language in real-life 
situations12. Lexical semantics deals with the meaning of individual words and 
their relationships. In French, this includes studying synonyms, antonyms, and 
polysemy. For example, the French words amour (love) and affection both 
convey related but distinct emotional meanings. Understanding these nuances 
is crucial for effective communication and translation13 Compositional 
semantics examines how meanings combine in larger linguistic structures. In 
French, this involves analyzing how sentence structure affects meaning. For 
instance, the placement of adjectives in French can alter the interpretation of a 
noun phrase, as seen in the difference between un grand homme (a great man) 
and un homme grand (a tall man)14. Pragmatics explores how meaning is 
influenced by context beyond the literal interpretation. In French, pragmatic 
aspects include the use of politeness strategies, implicatures, and speech acts. 
Understanding how context affects meaning in French helps in grasping 
nuances in conversational exchanges and formal communications15. David 
Ninan’s research on the semantics-pragmatics interface emphasizes the 
interaction between literal meaning and conversational implicatures. This is 
particularly relevant for teaching French, as understanding context-dependent 
meaning and implicatures is essential for effective communication. Ninan’s 
insights can help Nigerian students grasp the subtleties of French discourse and 
improve their conversational skills16  
 
Lakoff and Johnson’s research on metaphors and cognitive semantics provides 
valuable insights for teaching idiomatic and metaphorical expressions in 

                                                 
9 G. Frege, 1892 
10 F.Saussure, 1916 
11 R. Montague, 1974 
12 D. Kaplan, 1989 
13 M. Sénéchal, 2019. 
14 D. Ninan, 2022 
15 D. Ninan, 2020 
16 D. Ninan, 2022 
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French. Recent advancements in cognitive semantics, influenced by these 
works, have provided insights into how metaphorical and conceptual 
frameworks shape meaning in French. This approach highlights how abstract 
concepts are understood through metaphorical language, such as the use of 
spatial metaphors in expressions like avoir le pied marin (to have a sea leg)17 
Recent advancements in experimental semantics, including research by Elinor 
Ochsner and John D. Williams, offer empirical insights into how semantic 
processes are represented in the brain. Understanding these cognitive aspects 
can help educators develop teaching methods that align with how students 
process meaning, thereby enhancing language acquisition and retention18. 
Advancements in computational linguistics have led to the development of 
models for analyzing French semantics using machine learning and natural 
language processing. These tools assist in tasks such as automatic translation, 
sentiment analysis, and semantic search, highlighting the practical applications 
of semantic research19.Also, Christopher Potts’s exploration of expressive 
language elements conveying additional emotional or evaluative meaning can 
aid in teaching nuanced aspects of French, such as emotive expressions and 
politeness strategies. Meanwhile, Angelika Kratzer’s work on modality and 
quantification addresses the complexities of expressing necessity, possibility, 
and quantity in French, which are often challenging for learners20. 
 
Semantic Insights for Language Instruction: In the context of teaching French as 
a foreign language in Nigerian tertiary institutions, understanding semantics 
can significantly improve instructional methods and learning outcomes. 
Semantics helps address various aspects of French language acquisition, 
including vocabulary, grammar, and pragmatics. By applying semantic theories, 
educators can better design curricula that address the complexities of French 
meaning and usage. 
 
Statement of the Problem 
 
While French language programs in Nigerian tertiary institutions generally 
focus on grammatical accuracy and conversational skills, the integration of 
French semantics remains underexplored. This gap raises concerns about 
whether learners are equipped to understand and use the subtleties of French 
meaning effectively. This study aims to address this gap by examining how 
French semantics is taught in Nigerian tertiary institutions and evaluating its 
implications for learners' language competencies. 
 
Research Objectives 
 
The objectives of the study are to: 
 
Evaluate the current incorporation of French semantics into the curriculum of 
French language programs in Nigerian tertiary institutions. 

                                                 
17 G. Lakoff & M. Johnson, 1980. 
18 E. Ochsner & J. Williams, 2020 
19 Goucha & Mutton, 2021. 
20 A. Kratzer, 2020. 
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Analyze the effectiveness of pedagogical approaches used to teach French 
semantics. 
 
Identify the challenges faced by learners in mastering French semantics and 
understanding its implications on language proficiency. 
 
Research Questions 
 
To achieve the objectives of this study, the following research questions were 
raised.  
 
How is French semantics currently integrated into the curriculum of French 
language programs in Nigerian tertiary institutions? 
 
How effective are the teaching methods used in conveying French semantics? 
 
What challenges do learners face in understanding and applying French 
semantics? 
 
Literature Review 
 
Conceptual Issues 
 
French education in Nigeria, a product of historical and sociolinguistic 
interactions between Nigeria and French-speaking countries, plays a pivotal 
role in shaping the multilingual landscape of the nation. French language 
instruction in Nigeria's tertiary institutions often incorporates semantics, the 
study of meaning in language. Semantics plays a crucial role in understanding 
and mastering a foreign language, as it aids learners in grasping the nuances of 
meaning beyond mere vocabulary and grammar. Semantics, as described by 
Saeed (2016), involves the study of meaning in language, encompassing word 
meanings, sentence structures, and contextual interpretations. In the context of 
Nigerian tertiary education, French semantics is integrated into the curriculum 
to enhance learners' comprehension and usage of the language. 
 
French semantics, the study of meaning in the French language, plays a crucial 
role in understanding how French words, phrases, and sentences convey 
meaning. As a subset of general semantics, French semantics explores how 
meaning is structured, interpreted, and used within the French linguistic 
system. This overview aims to provide a comprehensive background on the 
field of French semantics, examining its theoretical foundations, key concepts, 
and recent developments. The study of French semantics is essential not only 
for linguists and language learners but also for educators and translators 
working within  
 
Theoretical Framework  
 
The study of semantics in linguistics involves several theories that provide 
insights into how meaning is structured and communicated. Gottlob Frege's 
work on sense and reference introduced crucial distinctions that have 
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influenced semantic theory. Frege's concepts of sense (Sinn) and reference 
(Bedeutung) help explain how words and phrases relate to their meanings and 
the objects they denote21. Ferdinand de Saussure's structuralist approach 
further enriched semantic theory by emphasizing the relational nature of 
meaning within a system of signs. Saussure’s ideas about the linguistic sign, 
comprising the signifier and the signified, have been instrumental in 
understanding how meanings are constructed through language22. 
 
Recent pedagogical shifts in Nigerian tertiary institutions reflect these 
theoretical advancements. Scholars such as Adebayo and Olukoya (2024) 
discuss how Nigerian French language programs have started incorporating 
semantic analysis into their curricula. This integration is designed to address 
the complexities of meaning in French, helping students navigate different 
contexts, from academic texts to everyday conversations. The authors argue 
that this approach not only improves linguistic accuracy but also enriches 
students' understanding of French culture and context. 
 
Current Incorporation of French Semantics into the Curriculum of French 
Language Programs in Nigerian Tertiary Institutions. 
 
The incorporation of French semantics into the curriculum of French language 
programs in Nigerian tertiary institutions reflects a growing recognition of the 
importance of advanced linguistic competencies in a globalized world. As 
French remains a significant language of diplomacy, business, and culture, its 
study in Nigeria has evolved beyond basic language acquisition to include more 
sophisticated elements such as semantics, the study of meaning in language. 
Recent developments indicate a shift towards integrating semantic theory into 
French language education, aiming to enhance students' understanding and use 
of French in various contexts. 
 
Recent research underscores the importance of this trend. According to 
Adebayo and Olukoya (2024), there has been a notable advancement in 
Nigerian French programs, with an increasing emphasis on integrating semantic 
analysis to improve students' comprehension and interpretation of French 
texts. This shift aligns with broader educational reforms and the global demand 
for multilingual proficiency in specialized fields. Similarly, Adebayo and 
Olukoya (2024) highlight that Nigerian universities are adopting contemporary 
semantic frameworks to align their curricula with international standards, thus 
preparing students for more nuanced and effective communication in French. 
 
Moreover, institutional case studies, such as those presented by Eze and Kanu 
(2024), illustrate how Nigerian tertiary institutions are implementing these 
semantic components through updated syllabi and instructional methods. This 
integration aims not only to enhance linguistic competence but also to foster a 
deeper cultural and contextual understanding of French, which is crucial for 
students aiming to work in international settings. 
 
Effectiveness Of Pedagogical Approaches Used to Teach French Semantics. 

                                                 
21 Frege, 1892 
22 Saussure, 1916 
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The teaching of French semantics, which involves understanding and applying 
meaning in language, is crucial for advanced language learners. As French 
programs strive to improve linguistic proficiency, recent research has focused 
on evaluating the effectiveness of various pedagogical approaches designed to 
enhance semantic comprehension and application. literature on the 
effectiveness of these approaches, including technology-enhanced learning, 
task-based methods, and explicit semantic instruction.  
 
The integration of technology into language education has transformed how 
semantics is taught. Lévesque and Dupont (2023) investigated the impact of 
digital tools on semantic instruction in French. Their study found that 
interactive software and virtual reality environments significantly enhance 
students' engagement and understanding of semantic concepts. By providing 
immersive and context-rich experiences, these technologies help learners grasp 
complex semantic relationships and improve their ability to apply these 
concepts in practical contexts. The authors argue that such innovations offer 
dynamic learning opportunities that traditional methods may not fully provide. 
Similarly, Gracia and Martínez (2023) explored the role of multimedia 
resources in teaching French semantics. Their research highlights that 
incorporating video clips, interactive exercises, and online simulations can 
make semantic learning more engaging and effective. These multimedia tools 
support visual and auditory learning styles, helping students better understand 
and retain semantic principles. The study suggests that a blended approach, 
combining multimedia with traditional teaching methods, can optimize 
semantic instruction. 
 
Task-based learning (TBL) has emerged as an effective pedagogical approach 
for teaching French semantics. Lambert and Féréol (2024) examined the use of 
task-based activities, such as role-plays and problem-solving exercises, in 
enhancing semantic understanding. Their findings indicate that task-based 
learning allows students to apply semantic theories in real-world scenarios, 
which reinforces their comprehension and practical use of meaning in French. 
The authors argue that this approach promotes deeper cognitive processing 
and better retention of semantic knowledge compared to more passive learning 
methods. 
 
Further research by Dubois and Finkelstein (2024) supports these findings, 
demonstrating that task-based learning helps students integrate semantic 
concepts into their language use more effectively. By engaging in meaningful 
tasks that require the application of semantic rules, students develop a more 
nuanced understanding of meaning and context. This approach not only aids in 
learning theoretical aspects of semantics but also improves overall language 
proficiency. 
 
Explicit semantic instruction, which involves directly teaching semantic rules 
and structures, is another key approach in semantic education. Johnson and 
Wang (2023) found that systematic instruction in lexical semantics and 
sentence structure significantly enhances students' ability to understand and 
use meaning in French. Their study emphasizes the importance of incorporating 
explicit semantic teaching into the curriculum to provide a solid foundation for 
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advanced language use. This method allows students to develop a clear 
understanding of semantic principles and their applications in various contexts. 
In line with this, Ndiaye and Tounkara (2023) argue that explicit instruction 
helps bridge the gap between theoretical knowledge and practical application. 
Their research highlights the effectiveness of structured semantic lessons in 
improving students' interpretive skills and overall language proficiency. The 
authors advocate for a balanced approach that includes both explicit instruction 
and other pedagogical methods to achieve comprehensive semantic education. 
The effectiveness of pedagogical approaches in teaching French semantics has 
garnered increasing attention as educational institutions strive to enhance 
language proficiency through more nuanced and contextually rich methods. As 
the study of semantics becomes integral to advanced language education, 
educators are exploring various instructional strategies to optimize learning 
outcomes. This focus on semantics is particularly relevant in the context of 
French language programs, where understanding meaning beyond basic 
grammar and vocabulary is crucial for achieving fluency and cultural 
competence. 
 
Recent research has highlighted several pedagogical approaches designed to 
improve the teaching of French semantics. For instance, interactive and 
student-centered methods have been found to significantly enhance 
comprehension and application of semantic principles. According to Gracia and 
Martínez (2023), incorporating technology and multimedia resources into 
semantic instruction provides students with dynamic and engaging ways to 
explore meaning in context. These tools facilitate deeper cognitive processing 
and help bridge the gap between theoretical concepts and practical language 
use. 
 
Additionally, task-based learning has emerged as a highly effective pedagogical 
approach in teaching semantics. As noted by Dubois and Finkelstein (2024), 
task-based activities, such as role-plays and problem-solving exercises, enable 
students to apply semantic theories in real-world scenarios, thereby reinforcing 
their understanding and retention. This approach aligns with contemporary 
educational theories that advocate for experiential learning and active student 
participation. 
 
Furthermore, recent studies have examined the impact of explicit semantic 
instruction on language acquisition. According to Ndiaye and Tounkara (2023), 
explicitly teaching semantic features such as lexical semantics, sentence 
structure, and context-based meaning helps students develop a more 
sophisticated understanding of French. Their research underscores the 
importance of integrating semantic instruction into the curriculum in a 
systematic and deliberate manner to achieve measurable improvements in 
language proficiency. 
 
Challenges Faced by Learners in Mastering French Semantics and 
Understanding Its Implications on Language Proficiency. 
 
Mastering French semantics presents various challenges that significantly 
impact language proficiency. Cognitive difficulties, pedagogical limitations, and 
contextual and cultural factors all contribute to the complexities of learning 
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meaning in French. Recent research highlights various difficulties faced by 
learners, including cognitive, pedagogical, and contextual factors, and examines 
how these challenges affect their grasp of semantics and proficiency in French. 
 
One of the primary challenges in mastering French semantics is the cognitive 
complexity of meaning construction and interpretation. According to Müller and 
Hennig (2023), learners often struggle with abstract semantic concepts such as 
polysemy (words with multiple meanings) and contextual nuances. Their study 
emphasizes that cognitive overload can occur when students attempt to process 
and differentiate between various semantic features simultaneously. This 
difficulty in managing complex meanings can hinder learners' ability to fully 
grasp and use semantic principles effectively. 
 
Also, Pérez and García (2023) explore the cognitive load associated with 
semantic processing in French. They find that learners frequently face 
challenges in understanding and applying subtle semantic distinctions, such as 
those involving syntactic structures or idiomatic expressions. The authors argue 
that such cognitive demands can impede learners' overall language 
development and suggest that targeted support and practice are necessary to 
mitigate these challenges. 
 
Pedagogical approaches also play a significant role in the difficulties learners 
face with French semantics. Boulanger and Dupuis (2024) identify several 
issues related to instructional methods, including insufficient focus on semantic 
theory and limited integration of context-based learning. Their research 
highlights that traditional grammar-focused instruction often neglects the 
nuanced aspects of semantics, leading to gaps in students' understanding of 
meaning in various contexts. 
 
Moreso, a study by Vincent and Coudray (2024) underscores the challenges 
associated with implementing effective semantic instruction. They find that 
educators often lack specialized training in semantic theory and struggle to 
incorporate this knowledge into their teaching practices. This gap in 
pedagogical expertise can result in ineffective or inconsistent instruction, which 
negatively impacts learners' ability to master semantic concepts and apply 
them in real-world language use. 
 
Contextual and cultural factors also pose significant challenges for learners. As 
noted by Camus and Leclerc (2023), understanding semantics in French 
involves not only linguistic knowledge but also cultural and contextual 
awareness. Learners often find it difficult to navigate the cultural subtleties and 
idiomatic expressions that influence meaning. This difficulty can result in 
misunderstandings and limited proficiency in both written and spoken French. 
Furthermore, Robinson and Toure (2024) explore how cultural differences and 
contextual variations impact semantic comprehension. Their research indicates 
that learners from diverse linguistic backgrounds may struggle with 
interpreting French semantic nuances due to differences in their native 
languages' structures and conventions. This struggle highlights the need for 
culturally responsive teaching practices that address these challenges and 
support learners in developing a more nuanced understanding of French 
semantics. 
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Leclerc and Martin (2024), further demonstrated that understanding can affect 
learners' ability to use French accurately and effectively. Misinterpretations of 
meaning can lead to errors in communication, reduced fluency, and lower levels 
of confidence in language use. Koffi and Akpan (2023) emphasize that semantic 
challenges impact learners' ability to engage with complex texts and participate 
in advanced language tasks. Their study suggests that addressing these 
challenges through targeted instruction and practice can enhance learners' 
proficiency and help them achieve a more sophisticated level of language 
competence. 
 
The implications of these challenges for language proficiency are significant. 
Difficulties in semantic understanding can impact learners' ability to engage 
with complex texts, participate in advanced language tasks, and communicate 
effectively23. 
 
Research Methodology 
 
This study used a secondary research Design. This design is suitable because it 
enables the researcher to have a holistic view of what is and proffer possible 
solutions. In this study, secondary data were collected from Journal, online 
libraries, materials in print and some selected school libraries. Data collected 
were analyzed against recognized theories on French semantics and overall  
linguistics teaching and learning in order to determine its implications to the 
learners’ skills and language proficiency. 
 
Answering the research Questions 
 
How is French semantics currently integrated into the curriculum of 
French Curriculum reforms in Nigerian universities have increasingly included 
semantic components. Adebayo and Olukoya (2024) highlight those institutions 
are revising syllabi to include courses focused on semantic theory and its 
application in French. This inclusion is intended to bridge the gap between 
theoretical knowledge and practical language use. The authors emphasize that 
such curricular changes are crucial for preparing students to engage effectively 
in multilingual and multicultural environments. 
 
Institutional case studies further illustrate these developments. Eze and Kanu 
(2024) provide examples from several Nigerian universities that have 
successfully integrated semantic elements into their French programs. These 
case studies show that incorporating semantics helps students better 
understand nuances in French literature and media, thereby improving their 
interpretative and analytical skills. The authors also note that this approach 
fosters a more holistic understanding of French, enhancing students' ability to 
communicate and function in diverse contexts. 
 
Research by Oladipo (2019) indicates that a focus on semantics improves 
learners' proficiency by providing a deeper understanding of the language. This 
approach helps students move beyond rote memorization to a more nuanced 

                                                 
23 A. Koffi & U. Akpan, 2023 
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comprehension of French.  Similarly, Akinola (2021) found that incorporating 
semantics into French language instruction leads to better performance in 
language assessments and increased confidence among learners. This is 
attributed to a more robust grasp of meaning and context. 
 
Effectiveness Of Pedagogical Approaches Used to Teach French Semantics. 
 
The teaching of French semantics, which involves understanding and applying 
meaning in language, is crucial for advanced language learners. As French 
programs strive to improve linguistic proficiency, recent research has focused 
on evaluating the effectiveness of various pedagogical approaches designed to 
enhance semantic comprehension and application. literature on the 
effectiveness of these approaches, including technology-enhanced learning, 
task-based methods, and explicit semantic instruction. 
 
Challenges Faced by Learners in Understanding and Applying French 
Semantics 
 
Teaching French in Nigerian tertiary institutions presents unique challenges, 
such as varying levels of student proficiency, differences in linguistic 
backgrounds, and limited exposure to French outside the classroom. Integrating 
semantic principles can address these challenges by providing a deeper 
understanding of meaning that supports language learning and application. 
 
Cognitive challenges are among the foremost issues. Learners often struggle 
with abstract semantic concepts such as polysemy (words with multiple 
meanings) and the subtle distinctions in meaning that depend on context24. The 
cognitive load involved in processing and differentiating these complex 
semantic features can overwhelm learners, impeding their ability to effectively 
apply semantic principles in both written and spoken French. 
 
Pedagogical strategies also play a crucial role in addressing these challenges. 
Traditional grammar-focused instruction frequently overlooks the nuanced 
aspects of semantics, leading to gaps in learners' understanding25.Additionally, 
educators often lack specialized training in semantic theory, resulting in 
inconsistent or ineffective instruction26. These pedagogical issues contribute to 
learners' difficulties in mastering semantics and affect their overall language 
development. 
 
Contextual and cultural factors further complicate the acquisition of French 
semantics. Understanding semantic nuances in French requires not only 
linguistic knowledge but also cultural awareness. Learners from diverse 
backgrounds may find it challenging to navigate idiomatic expressions and 
cultural references that influence meaning27. These contextual difficulties can 
lead to misinterpretations and reduced proficiency, highlighting the need for 
culturally responsive teaching practices. 

                                                 
24 Müller & Hennig, 2023 
25 Boulanger & Dupuis, 2024 
26 Vincent & Coudray, 2024 
27 Camus & Leclerc, 2023 
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The implications of these challenges for language proficiency are significant. 
Difficulties in semantic understanding can impact learners' ability to engage 
with complex texts, participate in advanced language tasks, and communicate 
effectively28. Addressing these challenges through targeted instructional 
strategies and support is essential for improving learners' semantic competence 
and overall proficiency in French. 
 
Discussion 
 
Recent reforms in Nigerian tertiary institutions have made significant strides in 
integrating French semantics into the French language curriculum. As 
highlighted by Adebayo and Olukoya (2024), Nigerian universities are revising 
their syllabi to include dedicated courses on semantic theory and its practical 
applications. This curriculum enhancement aims to bridge the gap between 
theoretical knowledge and its practical usage, thus preparing students to 
function effectively in multilingual and multicultural settings. The focus on 
semantics is imperative for developing advanced language skills and 
understanding nuanced meanings in French. 
 
Institutional case studies provide concrete examples of how this integration is 
being implemented. Eze and Kanu (2024) document successful 
implementations across several Nigerian universities, where the inclusion of 
semantic components has enriched students' comprehension of French 
literature and media. Incorporating semantic elements, these programs are not 
only enhancing students' interpretative and analytical skills but also foster a 
more holistic grasp of the French language. Such changes are vital in developing 
students' ability to navigate complex linguistic and cultural contexts. 
 
Further support for this curriculum shift is provided by Oladipo (2019), who 
notes that a focus on semantics contributes to a deeper understanding of the 
language, moving students beyond mere rote memorization to a nuanced 
comprehension. Similarly, Akinola (2021) found that integrating semantics into 
French instruction leads to better performance in language assessments and 
increased learner confidence. This suggests that a robust understanding of 
semantics positively impacts learners' proficiency and overall language 
competence. 
 
The effectiveness of pedagogical approaches for teaching French semantics has 
dominated the arena in recent research. Various strategies, including 
technology-enhanced learning, task-based methods, and explicit semantic 
instruction, have been evaluated for their impact on semantic comprehension. 
Technology-enhanced learning has shown promising results. Digital tools and 
multimedia resources facilitate interactive and engaging learning experiences, 
helping students grasp complex semantic concepts more effectively. According 
to Lévesque and Dupont (2023), such technologies provide immersive 
environments that support the exploration of semantic nuances, thereby 
improving learners' understanding and application of meaning in French. Task-
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based learning is another effective approach29. Task-based activities that 
involve problem-solving and real-world applications enable students to apply 
semantic theories in practical contexts, enhancing their comprehension and 
retention. This method aligns with contemporary educational practices that 
emphasize experiential learning and active student participation. 
 
Explicit semantic instruction also plays a critical role. Research by Johnson and 
Wang (2023) indicates that systematic teaching of semantic features, such as 
lexical semantics and sentence structure, helps learners develop a sophisticated 
understanding of meaning. This approach ensures that students acquire a solid 
foundation in semantic theory, which is essential for advanced language use. 
 
Conclusion 
 
This study assesses French semantics and its implication for learners in Nigeria 
tertiary institution. The objectives of the study iare to evaluate the current 
incorporation of French semantics into the curriculum of French language 
programs in Nigerian tertiary institutions, analyze the effectiveness of 
pedagogical approaches used to teach French semantics and identify the 
challenges faced by learners in mastering French semantics and understanding 
its implications on language proficiency. The research used a secondary 
research design. This design is suitable because it helps to summarize, analyze, 
and evaluate the existing body of knowledge on French Semantics in Nigerian 
Tertiary Institution. This helps identify gaps in research, trends, and areas for 
further investigation. The study found out that: 
 
Nigerian tertiary institutions have increasingly included French semantics in 
their curricula, reflecting a commitment to bridging theoretical knowledge with 
practical language use. This integration aims to enhance students' 
understanding of nuanced meanings and improve their overall proficiency in 
French. 
 
Various pedagogical methods, such as technology-enhanced learning, task-
based methods, and explicit semantic instruction, have demonstrated 
effectiveness in teaching French semantics. These approaches facilitate deeper 
comprehension of semantic nuances, supporting advanced language acquisition. 
Learners encounter significant challenges, including cognitive overload from 
abstract semantic concepts, inadequate focus on semantics in traditional 
instruction, and difficulties related to contextual and cultural understanding. 
These issues can impede learners' ability to apply semantic principles 
effectively. 
 
The integration of semantics into French language programs has been shown to 
improve learners' interpretative and analytical skills, performance in 
assessments, and overall confidence in using French. However, addressing the 
challenges faced by learners is crucial for maximizing these benefits. 
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Recommendations 
 
Based on the findings of this study, the following recommendations were made. 
French language curriculum should be enhanced by incorporating more 
comprehensive and systematic semantic instruction.  
Policy makers and curriculum developers should ensure that semantic theory 
and practical applications are well-integrated to provide students with a robust 
understanding of meaning. 
 
Tertiary institutions in Nigeria should invest in professional development 
programs for educators to enhance their expertise in teaching semantics. This 
will help improve the quality of semantic instruction and address the gaps 
identified in current pedagogical practices. 
 
Authorities concern with the management of Tertiary Institutions in Nigeria 
should continue to implement and expand successful pedagogical strategies, 
such as technology-enhanced learning and task-based methods. Encourage the 
use of interactive and immersive tools to support students in grasping complex 
semantic concepts. 
 
Universities should develop targeted support mechanisms to address the 
cognitive and contextual challenges faced by learners. Provide additional 
resources, such as tutoring and cultural immersion activities, to help students 
better understand and apply French semantics. 
 
Research on French Semantics should be conducted from time to time to 
evaluate the long-term impacts of semantic instruction on learners' language 
proficiency and regularly assess and refine curriculum and teaching methods 
based on emerging findings to continuously improve the effectiveness of French 
language education. 
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